THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE EXAM
It is the dream of most students learning the Japanese language to acquire a certain level of the JLPT (Japanese Language Proficiency Test, in Japanese: 日本語能力試験 (nihongo nōryoku shiken), commonly known as „The NŌRYOKU”, organized by the Japanese Ministry of Education.

The number of students who have signed up for JLPT has been increasing exponentially from year to year since it was first held in 1984. In 1984, there were only 7019 candidates, but in 2000, the number had risen to 201021, and by 2009, it further rose to 768 113. Let’s learn Japanese together and contribute to the statistics!
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While the exam used to be organized annually in 15 countries since 1984 (always on the first Sunday of December), the number of countries has increased to 56 and the frequency was increased to two times a year in 2009 for Japan and three other countries (this additional one is held on the first Sunday of June). However, the examination questions are exactly the same everywhere.

The examination used to have 4 levels until 2009, and there are now 5 levels since 2010. The following table gives an informative summary of each level:

	level name
	level of knowledge
	the number of kanjis
	vocabulary

	N5
(the old 4 kyu)
	beginner level
	100
	800

	N4
(the old 3 kyu)
	basic level
	300
	1.500

	N3
(NEW LEVEL!)
	lower intermediate
	about 800
	

	N2
(the old 2 kyu)
	intermediate
	1000
	6.000

	N1
(the old 1 kyu)
	advanced
	2000
	10.000


	level name
	average number of hours required for students, who also use kanji in their mother tongue
	average number of hours required for other students

	N5
(the old 4 kyu)
	200 – 300 
	250 – 400 

	N4
(the old 3 kyu)
	375 – 475 
	500 – 750 

	N3
(NEW LEVEL!)
	
	

	N2
(the old 2 kyu)
	1.100 – 1.500 
	1.400 – 2.000 

	N1
(the old 1 kyu)
	1.800 – 2.300 
	3.100 – 4.500 


It is a characteristic of the JLPT for not testing on the oral and writing skills. In each section (be it grammar, kanji, vocabulary or reading comprehension), four choices are given and the candidate is to mark out the correct answer.

The requirement for passing the exam: Until 2010, the scoring was based on the aggregated marks for the whole exam paper. The passing point for the highest level was 70%, while that for the other levels was 60%. However, since 2010, the following changes have been made. To pass the exam – depending on the level– an aggregated percentage score of 44.4% to 55.5% is required with a minimum of 31.6% marks for each individual section. 

The percentage of passes used to be around 50-70% at the lower levels, and 25-40% at the higher levels. Students who studied in Japan and those who use kanji in their mother tongue (Taiwan, Hong Kong, China) usually achieve a higher percentage and this difference is especially visible at higher levels. 
IT IS A BIG WORD, IF SOMEONE POSSESES A CERTIFICATE IN THE JAPANESE INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE EXAM! LET’S LEARN TOGETHER, SO THAT YOU CAN BE A PROUD MEMBER OF THE CAMP WITH A CERTIFICATE FOR THE LANGUAGE EXAM! 

